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Comment:  I feel strongly that we should ensure competitive phone rates in prison and provide a 

minimum number of free minutes (~60 minutes per week) to inmates who wish to speak with their 

families.  I work as a social worker in a public High School in the South Bronx and several of my students 

have a father or brother in jail.  This loss of a loved one is traumatizing to students and many respond 

with falling grades or rising conflict with teachers and peers.  The students who tell me their father can 

call them every night before bed or whose family member is incarcerated close enough for frequent 

visits handle it much better.  They do better in school and seem less prone to depression or violence.  

On a moral level these children should not be punished for the sins of their fathers and on a practical 

level we do our society a huge economic disservice to let these children falter and fall for the lack of 

telephone minutes.   
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